A  SPECIAL  WORD  TO  THE  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

The  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  invites  and  urges  every  pupil  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  State  to  commit  to  memory  a  sentiment  appropriate  to  Arbor  Day 
for  recitation  either  in  public  exercises  arranged  for  the  school,  or  at  home. 


STATE  OF  NEW  YORK 


Department  of  Public  Instruction 


Arbor  Day  annual 


MAY  8,  1896 


HORACE  MANN  CENTENNIAL 

Public  attention  is  invited  to  the  fact  that  May  4,  1896,  will  be  the  One-hundredth 
Anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Horace  Mann  whose  life  was  unselfishly  devoted  to  educa¬ 
tional  work.  He  was  a  friend  of  the  common  schools  and  a  promoter  of  public  educa- 
cation.  His  name  is  an  inspiration  to  all  who  love  the  schools.  It  is  recommended  that 
this  Anniversary  be  given  public  recognition  in  all  the  schools  of  the  State  by  such 
appropriate  exercises  as  may  be  arranged.  Certainly  every  school-house  should  display 
the  National  Flag  on  that  day  in  honor  of  Horace  Mann. 


I  have  a  great  confidence  in  the  revelations  which  holidays  bring  forth. — Benjamin  Disraeli. 


Chapter  196. 

An  Act  to  Encourage  Arboriculture. 

Approved  April  30,  1888. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  do  enact 
as  follows : 

Section  i.  The  Friday  following  the  first  day  of  May  in  each  year  shall 
hereafter  be  known  throughout  this  State  as  Arbor  Day. 

§  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  authorities  of  every  public  school  in  this 
State,  to  assemble  the  scholars  in  their  charge  on  that  day  in  the  school  build¬ 
ing,  or  elsewhere,  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and  to  provide  for  and  conduct, 
under  the  general  supervision  of  the  city  superintendent  or  the  school  commis¬ 
sioner,  or  other  chief  officers  having  the  general  oversight  of  the  public  schools 
in  each  city  or  district,  such  exercises  as  shall  tend  to  encourage  the  planting, 
protection  and  preservation  of  trees  and  shrubs,  and  an  acquaintance  with  the 
best  methods  to  be  adopted  to  acomplish  such  results. 

§  3.  The  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  shall  have  power  to 
prescribe  from  time  to  time,  in  writing,  a  course  of  exercises  and  instruction  in 
the  subject  hereinbefore  mentioned,  which  shall  be  adopted  and  observed  by 
the  public  school  authorities  on  Arbor  Day,  and  upon  receipt  of  copies  of  such 
course,  sufficient  in  number  to  supply  all  the  schools  under  their  supervision, 
the  school  commissioner  or  city  superintendent  aforesaid,  shall  promptly  pro¬ 
vide  each  of  the  schools  under  his  or  their  charge  with  a  copy,  and  cause  it  to 
be  adopted  and  observed. 

§  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately, 


Our  human  laws  are  but  the  copies,  more  or  less  imperfect,  of  the  eternal  laws,  so  far  as  we  can  read 
them. —  Janies  A  nthony  Froude. 


WHITE  ELM  ( Ulmiis  Americana) 


Governor  Morton’s  Letter 


We  should  so  live  and  labor  in  our  time,  that  what  comes  to  us  as  seed  snould  go  to  the  next  genera¬ 
tion  as  blossom  ;  and  what  comes  to  us  as  blossom  should  go  to  them  as  fruit  — Henry  IVard  Beecher . 


Superintendent’s  Letter 


To  School  Officers  and  Teachers  : 

The  attention  of  school  authorities  and  teachers  is  earnestly  invited  to  the 
proper  observance  of  Arbor  Day  throughout  this  State  on  May  8.  Established 
by  statutory  enactment  in  New  York  State  in  1888  and  hrst  observed  in  1889, 
the  novelty  of  Arbor  Day  has  largely  passed  away.  The  worth  and  influence  of 
the  day,  however,  are  becoming  more  evident  year  by  year.  Its  influence  has 
reached  nearly  every  school  district.  Enthusiasm  in  its  observance  has  been 
intensified  as  its  results  have  become  more  manifest.  Its  influence  has  passed 
beyond  the  bounds  of  the  schools  and  has  been  potent  in  awakening  interest 
and  in  directing  attention  to  the  need  of  a  better  care  of  our  shade  trees  and  a 
more  rigid  protection  of  our  forests.  The  proper  care  and  love  of  trees  has 
naturally  begotten  a  greater  love  for  nature  and  her  creations.  The  commend¬ 
able  custom  of  planting  and  of  naming  trees  after  our  national  patriots  and 
leaders  of  thought  has  proven  a  new  vow  to  liberty  and  a  fresh  offering  to  worth. 

Let  school  supervisors  and  school  officers  give  personal  attention  to  the 
carrying  out  of  all  the  provisions  for  the  proper  celebrating  of  the  day.  Let 
the  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  trees  already  planted  by  our  school  children 
on  previous  Arbor  Days  receive  large  additions  this  year.  As  much  as  pos¬ 
sible  arouse  the  interest  of  communities  in  planting  trees  cyr  Arbor  Day  along 
the  unshaded  highways  and  about  the  homes  of  our  people. 

This  Arbor  Day  must  receive  an  especial  impetus  from  feeling  that  the  day 
has  been  worthy  of  words  of  good  cheer  from  Governor  Levi  P.  Morton,  the 
Executive  of  our  great  State,  and  from  Hon.  J.  Sterling  Morton,  the  founder  of 
Arbor  Day,  a  native  of  our  Commonwealth  and  a  member  of  the  cabinet  of  our 
National  Executive. 

Let  this  eighth  year  of  Arbor  Day  observance  crown  all  the  others  in 
enthusiasm  and  in  widening  and  deepening  influence.  Let  it  speak  more 
clearly  of  the  wisdom  of  its  founders  and  the  full  and  loyal  sympathy  of  our 
Commonwealth  with  every  educational  agency  that  teaches  us  to  appreciate 
nature,  gives  us  greater  love  of  country,  honors  patriotism,  glorifies  our  flag 
and  ennobles  humanity. 

Yours  respectfully, 


State  Superintendent 


Superintendent’s  Letter  to  the  Children  of  the 

Public  Schools 


Mv  Dear  Boys  and  Girls  of  the  Empire  State: 

Springtime  has  come  again.  Already  your  eyes  have  been  busy  seeking  out 
the  blossoming  flowers,  the  upspringing  grass  and  budding  vines  and  trees. 
Soon  all  the  glories  of  spring  will  be  around  you.  The  first  balmy  breezes 
bring  to  you  the  sweet  songs  of  birds,  the  lazy  hum  of  bees  and  the  nervous 
notes  of  insects  from  valley  and  from  woodland.  All  these  signs  must  remind 
you  of  our  great  spring  festival,  Arbor  Day.  Of  course  you  love  Arbor  Day, 
for  you  love  trees  and  flowers  and  birds  and  all  things  of  beauty  that  God  has 
made.  But  Arbor  Day  is  not  the  only  day  that  we  love  them  ;  we  love  them 
every  day  of  the  year.  Arbor  Day  is  only  a  day  set  apart  for  us  to  tell  of  our 
love  for  nature  and  to  learn  from  others  of  the  uses  of  trees  and  their  beauty 
and  how  we  need  to  give  those  dear  friends  of  ours  greater  care,  and  not  only 
try  to  keep  this  world  of  ours  as  beautiful  as  we  found  it,  but  strive  to  make  it 
more  beautiful.  And  if  we  do  that,  we  may  find  that  with  beautiful  things 
about  us  it  is  more  easy  to  have  beautiful  thoughts  within  us. 

If  you  love  nature,  Arbor  Day  will  mean  to  you  more  than  the  mere  plant¬ 
ing  of  trees.  It  will  make  you  desirous  of  planting  trees  in  order  to  make 
nature  more  beautiful  and  somebody  more  happy  in  the  days  to  come.  Of 
course  you  will  love  especially  the  trees  which  you  yourselves  have  planted, 
for  they  will  always  tell  you  of  your  usefulness.  In  the  years  by  and  by  they 
will  make  you  think  of  your  school  home  and  bring  up  pleasant  memories  of 
your  school  life.  So  our  Arbor  Day  festival  will  have  its  richest,  most  pleasure- 
able  lessons  in  future  years,  for  with  the  growing  trees  will  come  growing 
interest  in  them,  growing  joys  through  them  and  growing  benefits  from  them. 
But  all  the  riches  of  Arbor  Day  need  not  be  in  the  future.  It  has  as  well 
present  joys  and  present  lessons  and  present  influences.  When  you  plant  a 
tree  and  tenderly  care  for  it,  you  really  suggest  to  others  to  beautify  the  school 
grounds  and  make  them  worthy  of  your  tree,  and  with  the  school  grounds 
made  beautiful  comes  the  need  of  a  school-house  that  shall  be  worthy  of  the 
grounds,  and  in  such  a  school-house  we  shall  have  a  school  where  teachers  and 
pupils  will  try  to  be  beautiful  in  spirit  and  beautiful  in  deeds,  where  all  shall 
be  good  and  do  good,  and  thus  learn  the  most  practical  lesson  of  living.  When 
you  plant  a  tree  you  are  not  only  making  our  State  more  rich  and  beautiful, 
but  you  are  giving  a  gift  to  the  coming  years  and  shedding  happiness  all 
about  them.  Try  then  to  find  out  all  the  beauties  of  nature  in  tree  and  shrub, 
in  bird  and  flower.  And  as  your  hearts  are  turned  to  the  love  of  nature,  be 
not  unmindful  of  that  love  and  reverence  that  should  look  up  to  nature's  God. 
Love  your  State  and  be  proud  and  thankful  for  all  the  wealth  which  nature 
has  bestowed  upon  it.  Love  the  tree  and  flower  chosen  by  the  children  of 
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our  schools  and  named  u  State  Tree  ”  and  “  State  Flower.”  Let  your  thoughts, 
too,  dwell  on  the  riches  of  our  country  and  the  blessings  God  has  given 
this  fairest  land  of  the  free.  Hold  ever  dear  in  your  memories  the  names  and 
deeds  of  those  heroes  who  fought  for  it  and  shed  their  blood  for  it. 

And  now,  my  dear  young  friends,  although  happy  in  the  privilege  of  thus 
speaking  to  you,  it  has  not  been  my  intention  to  turn  your  minds  from  the  fuller 
and  more  definite  lessons  that  your  exercises  will  teach  you.  My  purpose  has 
been  rather  to  enkindle  your  spirits  to  receive  the  lessons  and  to  touch  your 
hearts  to  feel  them.  May  the  day  and  the  exercises  together  bring  you  lessons 
of  right  feeling  that  will  lead  to  right-doing,  and  may  this  larger,  better  life  be 
devoted  to  your  country  and  to  the  good  of  humanity. 

Yours  very  cordially, 


'  Suggestions  for  Programs 


Full  instructions  regarding  preparation  of  programs  and  planting  of  trees 
have  been  given  in  previous  annuals.  The  following  much  needed  suggestions 
cannot  be  too  often  repeated  : 

1.  Make  programs  long  enough  to  admit  of  pleasurable  variety;  but  not  too 
long  lest  interest  in  the  exercises  may  flag. 

2.  Have  as  many  children  as  possible  from  the  different  grades  take  part  in 
the  exercises. 

3.  Have  a  place  in  the  program  for  an  essay  or  talk  on  the  beauty,  utility 
and  peculiar  habits  of  the  trees  to  be  planted. 

4.  Interest  the  patrons  of  the  schools  in  attending  the  Arbor  Day  exercises, 
and  encourage  the  children  to  plant  trees,  vines  or  shrubs  at  their  homes. 

5.  Have  short  talks  by  some  of  the  school  officers  or  other  prominent  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  district. 

6.  Give  especial  attention  to  the  committing  to  memory  by  the  children  of 
selections  on  nature  and  patriotism. 

7.  Have  children  learn  for  that  day  some  one  of  our  national  songs. 

8.  Do  not  plant  trees  too  near  the  school  building. 

9.  Have  holes  for  trees  made  large  and  partly  filled  with  a  good  loam 
several  days  before  Arbor  Day. 

10.  When  planting  trees,  use  great  care  to  see  that  none  of  the  roots  are 
doubled  up. 

.11.  When  placing  soil  over  the  roots,  see  that  it  is  properly  packed. 

12.  Appoint  a  committee  of  pupils  to  take  charge  of  trees  planted  and  to  see 
that  they  are  watered  and  cared  for  during  the  year. 


Specimen  Programs 


PROGRAM  FOR  DISTRICT  SCHOOLS 

Music  —  “  America.” 

Reading  of  Arbor  Day  Act  and  Superintendent’s  Letter. 

Quotations  on  Birds,  Trees  and  Flowers. 

Music. 

Essay  —  “Month  of  May.” 

Recitation  —  “The  Flower  of  Liberty.”  -  -  -  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 

Reading  of  Letters  from  Governor  Morton  and  Secretary  Morton 

Music. 

Short  Address  —  “What  Arbor  Day  Has  Done  and  Might  Do  for  This  District.” 
Music. 

Out-door  Exercises  : 

Dedication  and  naming  of  trees  to  be  planted. 

Talk  on  habits  and  uses  of  trees  planted. 

Music. 


PROGRAM  FOR  DISTRICT  SCHOOLS 

Music. 

Reading  of  Arbor  Day  Act  and  of  Governor  Morton’s  Letter. 

Essay —  “  History  of  Arbor  Day.” 

Declamation — “  The  Tree  Planter.”  Johnny  Appleseed 

Reading  of  Secretary  J.  Sterling  Morton’s  Letter. 

Music. 

Reading  of  Superintendent’s  Letter. 

Declamation — “  The  American  Flag.”  -  Joseph  Rodman  Dtake 

Quotations  on  Nature,  Trees,  Flowers,  Birds. 

Short  Addresses  by  Teacher,  Trustees  and  Prominent  People. 

Quotations  on  Patriotism. 

Music  —  “  Arbor  Day  Song.”  _____  Vernon  Purinton  Squires 
Exercises  at  Tree  : 

Short  addresses  on  kind  of  trees  to  be  planted  and  persons  to  whom  dedicated. 
Planting  by  School. 

Music — “  Star  Spangled  Banner.” 


ACADEMIC  PROGRAM 
Reading  of  Arbor  Day  Layv. 

Music  —  “  America.” 

Scripture  Selections  and  Prayer. 

Reading  of  Superintendent’s  Letter. 

Oration — The  Significance  of  Arbor  Day  for  National  Observance.” 

Music — “  Mid  the  Purple  Heather.”  -  -  -  Franz  Alt 

Recitation  —  “  Rhoecus.”  -  _____  James  Russell  Lowell 

Quotations  About  Nature: 

Nature  Inspiring  Resolution. 

The  Peace  of  Nature. 

The  Worship  of  Nature. 

The  Beauty  of  Nature. 

The  Permanence  of  Nature. 

Reading  —  “  The  Robin.”  _______  James  Russell  Lozvell 

Music — “  Spring  Greeting.”  _______  Robert  Schumann 

Reading  of  Letters  from  Eminent  People. 
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Essay  —  “  Our  Friends  of  the  Garden.” 

Short  Talks : 

Leaves,  "  Ye  consciences  murmuring  faiths  under  forms.” 

The  Seed  Time,  “  And  the  nations  bless  me  when  they  reap.” 

The  Study  of  Nature,  “  The  earth  is  not  a  mere  fragment  of  history,  to  be  studied 
by  antiquaries  chiefly,  but  living  poetry.” 

The  American  Eagle,  “  Methinks  I  see  a  noble  nation,  as  an  eagle,  purging  and  un¬ 
sealing  her  long-abused  sight  at  the  fountain  itself  of  heavenly  radiance.” 

Music  —  *•  Arbor  Day  Song.”  _____  Vernon  Purinton  Squires 


INTERMEDIATE  PROGRAM 


Reading  of  Arbor  Day  Law. 

Music. 

Reading  of  Superintendent’s  Letter. 
Quotations  on  Trees  and  Birds. 

Recitation  —  “  On  Arbor  Day.”  - 
Reading  of  Letters  from  Prominent  Men. 

M  usic. 

Recitation —  “  The  Crown  of  the  Years.”  - 

Quotations  on  Patriotism. 

Recitation  —  “  The  Flower  of  Liberty.”  - 
Exercise —  “The  Kingship  of  the  Trees.” 

Arbor  Day  Drill  —  Calisthenic  drill  with  flowers. 
Music —  “  America.” 

At  the  Tree  : 

“  Arbor  Day  Song.”  -  —  --  - 


Andrew  B.  Saxton 


—  Ada  Stewart  Shelton 

—  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 
Charles  Augustus  Schumaker 


Vernon  Purinton  Squires 


PRIMARY  PROGRAM 

Music  —  “  America.” 

Essay  —  “  Story  of  Founding  of  Arbor  Day.” 

Selections  from  Scripture. 

Reading  of  Superintendent’s  Letter. 

Recitation  —  “May.”  _______  Ada  Stewart  Shelton 

Music. 

Reading  of  Letters  from  Prominent  Men. 

Exercise  —  ‘‘Ancient  History  of  the  Flowers.”  -  _  Edith  M.  Thomas 

Quotations  on  Flowers  and  Birds. 

Class  Exercise  —  “  Why  We  Love  the  American  Flag.” 

Music. 

Quotations  on  Patriotism. 

Recitation  —  “  The  Flowers.”  _____  Robert  Louis  Stevenson 
Short  Talks  on  : 

“  Arbor  Day.” 

“  State  Flower.” 

“  State  Tree.” 

“  Our  School.” 

Music. 


THE  STATE  FLOWER 


Selections  Appropriate  for  Arbor  Day  Programs 


i. 

ON  ARBOR  DAY 

WRITTEN  FOR  THIS  ANNUAL 

What  in  this  balmy  day  of  spring, 

When  birds  the  year's  first  matins  sing, 

And  verdant  blades  of  grass  uprear 
From  out  the  sod  a  slender  spear, 

And  Nature  in  the  forest  weaves 
A  tender  tapestry  of  leaves, 

Wherein  the  songsters  hide  away  — 

What  is  our  task  on  Arbor  Day  ? 

On  Arbor  Day  we  plant  the  tree, 

Whose  foliaged  wealth  of  green  shall  be 
A  shelter  from  the  summer  ray ; 

Bright  in  this  early  morn  of  May, 

The  seed  we  plant,  which  ere  the  year 
Fades  to  the  yellow  leaf  and  sere, 

Shall  sprout  and  spring  and  bud  and  bloom, 
And  dower  the  garden  with  perfume. 

On  Arbor  Day,  with  seed  of  hope, 

We  plant  the  future’s  fallowed  slope. 

With  thoughts  unbounded  by  the  years 
We  plant  in  trust  and  dew  with  tears 
The  seed,  the  vine,  the  growing  tree, 

In  faith  that' when  our  hearts  shall  be 
Dumb  as  the  dust  on  which  we  tread, 

They  shall  endure,  tho’  we  be  dead. 

On  Arbor  Day  serene  the  ken 
Of  those  who  plant  for  other  men  — 

Who  heed  not  that  their  hands  can  know 
Scant  harvest  from  the  grain  they  sow; 

But,  firm  of  purpose,  look  to  God 
To  bless  the  seed  beneath  the  sod, 

And  in  His  ordered  time  to  bring 
The  leaf,  the  bud,  the  blossoming. 

On  Arbor  Day  to  One  above 
Our  grateful  hearts  we  raise  in  love. 

With  bended  knee  and  1  if  Led  brow 
Thus  to  our  Father  pray  we:  “Thou 
Supreme  of  earth  and  air  and  sky, 

Vouchsafe  to  man  Thy  gracious  eye, 

And  bless  alike  the  tree,  the  May, 

And  those  who  plant  on  Arbor  Day.” 

—  Andrew  B. 


Saxton. 


Secretary  Morton’s  Letter 


!1W  *3  'V'VO  VvV%^&/V~ 

^  ce^A. .  JK^^L 

U^o  Jfct  tcUC. 

(vvmc tfcs 

SJwzcAjL 

l4/lArciX^vv%.^^  M%sz,  &-£cnrvu^ 

$\AA*Jr  J  tn^Clvpi^cL^  <ice$ 

fjw’%  u^a  ' 

fete, 


O^tivuvty 

■&!,“<•  mt 


IO 


THE  KINGSHIP  OF  THE  TREES 

Directions:  Arrange  pupils  in  a  semi-circle,  with  first  and  seventh  students 
at  the  ends;  in  delivering  their  respective  lines,  first  student  faces  audience; 
the  trees  in  turn,  Maple,  Oak,  Chestnut,  Pine  and  Elm,  step  lightly  forward; 
the  seventh  student  turns  toward  the  trees.  The  trees  all  step  forward  and 
give  the  last  lines  in  concert. 


First  Student  : 

Long  since  when  winds  were  calm 
and  growth  was  old, 

Over  the  trees  a  silence  came  ; 

And  there  were  musings  manifold, 
And  then  a  whisper,  last  a  name, 
Which  tree  was  worthy  fame. 

As  men  contend  for  name  and  fame, 
so  they 

Contended  there  which  one  should 
be 

The  king  and  wear  the  Crown  of 
May  ; 

Their  voices  rose  as  waves  at  sea, 
And  thus  they  spake  each  tree. 

Second  Student  (representing  the 
Maple) : 

I  am  the  Maple,  beautiful  and  tall ; 
No  fruit  bear  I,  but  calmly  wait 
Till  perfect  leaves  and  hues  of  fall 
Shall  grace  my  place  at  Beauty’s 
gate  ; 

I’m  chosen  Tree  of  State 

And  beauty’s  best,  so  I'll  be  king  ! 

Third  Student  (representing  the 
Oak) : 

I  brave  the  storm,  for  I  am  the  hardy 
Oak, 

And  toss  my  branches  to  the  sky  ; 

I  scorn  the  blinded  lightning’s 
stroke, 

And  laugh  when  rolling  clouds  are 
by  ; 

A  type  of  strength  am  I, 

And  strength  is  best,  so  I’ll  be  king  t 

Fourth  Student  (representing  the 
Chestnut) : 

I  am  the  Chestnut  shady,  home  of 
squirrels 

And  happy  birds;  the  livelong  day 
Gay,  laughing  boys  and  merry  girls 
Within  my  shade  are  fast  at  play, 
With  fears  and  cares  away. 

And  joy  is  best,  so  I’ll  be  king  ! 


Fifth  Student  (representing  the 
Pine :) 

I  grow  on  mountain  heights,  my 
spirit  free, 

The  lofty,  silent,  prayerful  Pine  ; 

The  winds  and  snows  find  rest  with 
me. 

And  men  seek  out  this  calm  of 
mine 

To  dream  on  things  divine. 

And  peace  is  best,  so  f'll  be  king! 

Sixth  Student  (representing  the 
Elm) : 

1  am  the  Elm  and  love  to  dwell 
alone : 

The  clinging  vine  is  wed  to  me. 

And  oft  our  hearts  when  peaceful 
grown 

Commune  with  earth  and  sky  and 
sea,  - 

To  learn  their  mystery. 

And  wisdom's  best,  so  I’ll  be  king  ! 

Seventh  Student: 

Then  Nature  gently  rose  and  queenly 
spake. 

Her  voice  as  soft  as  summer  air : 

“  My  children  dear,  advice  now 
take, 

And  learn  of  me  the  world  of  care, 

That  only  freedom’s  rare. 

“  Seek  no  kingship  ;  there  is  no  first 
nor  best ; 

The  best  is  being  best  you  can  ; 

Live  more  of  life  and  never  rest ; 

Each  has  a  work  that  God  began, 

And  all  are  in  his  plan.” 

The  Trees  (in  concert)  : 

We’ll  seek  no  kingship  ;  there  is  no 
first  nor  best ; 

The  best  is  being  best  we  can  ; 

Then  more  of  life  and  never  rest, 

We  have  a  work  that  God  began, 

And  all  are  in  his  plan. 


—  Charles  Augustus  Schumaker. 


THE  FLOWERS 


All  the  names  I  know  from  nurse  : 
Gardener's  Garters,  Shepherd's  Purse, 
Bachelor’s  Buttons,  Lady’s  Smock, 
And  the  Lady  Hollyhock. 

Fairy  places,  fairy  things, 

Fairy  woods  where  the  wild  bee  wings, 
Tiny  trees  for  tiny  dames  — 

These  must  all  be  fairy  names  ! 


Tiny  woods  below  whose  boughs 
Shady  fairies  weave  a  house  ; 

Tiny  tree-tops,  rose  or  thyme, 
Where  the  braver  fairies  climb  ! 

Fair  are  grown-up  people’s  trees, 
But  the  fairest  woods  are  these  ; 
Where,  if  I  were  not  so  tall, 

I  should  live  for  good  and  all. 

—Robert  Louis  Stevenson, 


OUR  THREE  FAVORITES 


The  oak  is  a  strong  and  stalwart  tree, 
And  it  lifts  its  branches  up 
And  catches  the  dew  right  gallantly 
In  many  a  dainty  cup. 

And  the  world  is  brighter  and  better 
made, 

Because  of  the  woodman’s  stroke, 
Descending  in  sun  or  falling  in  shade, 
On  the  sturdy  form  of  the  oak. 


The  elm  is  a  kindly,  goodly  tree, 

With  its  branches  bending  low; 

The  heart  is  glad  when  its  form  we  see, 
As  we  list  to  the  river's  flow. 

Ay!  the  heart  is  glad  and  the  pulses 
bound, 

And  joy  illumes  the  face 
Whenever  a  goodly  elm  is  found. 
Because  of  its  beauty  and  grace. 


The  maple  is  supple,  and  lithe,  and  strong, 
And  claimeth  our  love  anew. 

When  days  are  listless,  and  quiet,  and  long, 
And  the  world  is  fair  to  view. 

And  later — as  beauties  and  graces  unfold  — 
A  monarch  right  royally  drest, 

With  streamers  aflame  and  pennons  of  gold, 
It  seemeth  of  all  the  best. 


OUR  MOTHERS  THREE 

AN  ARBOR  DAY  SONG.  WRITTKN  FOR  THIS  ANNUAL 
Tune  :  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic. 

Come  now  and  raise  a  gladsome  song  to  Mother  Nature  dear; 

Again  the  flowers  laugh  in  the  fields,  again  the  birds  sing  clear  ; 

And  we  who  love  God’s  bright,  fair  world  should  let  that  love  appear 
On  this  glad  Arbor  Day. 

CHORUS. 

Mother  Nature,  hear  our  singing, 

Take  the  praises  we  are  bringing; 

May  they  swell,  forever  ringing, 

As  on  this  Arbor  Day. 

And  let  us  too  join  hearts  in  praise  of  our  dear  native  land, 

Our  Mother  Country  she,  to  whom  we  all  pledge  heart  and  hand, 

A  peerless  queen  she  truly  is  ;  so  may  she  ever  stand. 

As  on  this  Arbor  Day. 
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CHORUS. 

Mother  Country,  hear  our  singing  ; 

Take  the  praises  we  are  bringing  ; 

May  they  swell,  forever  ringing, 

As  on  this  Arbor  Day. 

And  to  our  Alma  Mater,  our  dear  Mother  School  as  well, 

We  sing  to  show  our  loyalty  ;  we  would  her  virtues  tell ; 

She  teaches  us  the  truth  of  life ;  we  pledge  to  heed  them  well, 

On  this  glad  Arbor  Day. 

CHORUS. 

Alma  Mater,  hear  our  singing; 

Take  the  praises  we  are  bringing; 

May  they  swell,  forever  ringing. 

As  on  this  Arbor  Day. 

Our  school  we  love,  our  happy  land,  and  Nature's  beauty  rare, 

Three  mothers  they,  and  in  their  weal  we  each  have  some  true  share. 

So  plant  we  trees,  salute  the  flag,  and  faith  and  fealty  swear, 

On  this  glad  Arbor  Day. 

CHORUS. 

Mother  Nature,  hear  our  singing  ; 

Mother  Country,  love  we  ’re  bringing; 

Mother  School,  thy  praise  is  ringing, 

On  this  glad  Arbor  Day. 

—  Vernon  Purinton  Squires. 

THE  CROWN  OF  YEARS 

So  old,  so  old,  was  the  Apple-tree  that  leaned  o’er  the  orchard  wall; 

With  its  limbs  so  crooked  and  bowed  with  age 
That  it  seemed  at  least  to  have  reached  the  stage 
When  hope  is  beyond  recall. 

Her  younger  sisters,  in  goodly  row,  stood  vigorous,  straight  and  fair; 

And  the  stately  elms  on  the  broad  highway 
Bent  their  branches  low  with  a  friendly  sway 
To  pity  the  old  tree  there. 

When  skies  grew  blue,  and  the  earth  grew  glad,  the  crown  of  the  year,  our  Mayt 
Came  with  gracious  steps  to  the  orchard  bare, 

And  each  young  tree  seemed  in  fragrant  air 
A  beautiful  bride’s  bouquet. 

A  crown  of  beauty  the  gnarled  old  tree  now  wears  in  her  chastened  pride. 

For  her  bloom  is  pink  as  the  dawn  of  dav. 

Or  the  pearly  shells  with  which  mermaids  play, 

And  leave  on  the  ebbing  tide. 

The  dew-drops  kissed  her,  the  night-wind  paused  and  whispered  from  bough  to 
bough ; 

“  ’Tis  the  gift  of  youth  to  be  straight  and  fair, 

But  the  dower  of  age  is  a  beauty  rare, 

You’re  the  Queen  of  the  Orchard  now!” — Ada  Stewart  Shelton. 
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THE  FLOWER  OF  LIBERTY 


What  flower  is  this  that  greets  the 
morn, 

Its  hues  from  heaven  so  freshly  born  ? 
With  burning  star  and  flaming  band 
It  kindles  all  the  sunset  land  : 

O,  tell  us  what  its  name  may  be  ! 

Is  this  the  Flower  of  Liberty  ? 

It  is  the  banner  of  the  free, 

The  starry  Flower  of  Liberty  ! 


Behold  the  streaming  rays  unite, 

One  mingling  flood  of  braided  light. — • 
The  red  that  fires  the  Southern  rose, 
With  spotless  white  from  Northern 
snows, 

And,  spangled  o'er  its  azure,  see 
The  sister  Stars  of  Liberty! 

Then  hail  the  banner  of  the  free, 
The  starry  Flower  of  Liberty  ! 


In  Savage-Nature’s  fair  abode, 

Its  tender  seed  our  fathers  sowed; 

The  storm-winds  rocked  its  swelling 
bud, 

Its  opening  leaves  were  streaked  with 
blood, — 

Till,  lo,  earth’s  tyrants  shook  to  see 
The  full-blown  Flower  of  Liberty! 
Then  hail  the  banner  of  the  free, 
The  starry  Flower  of  Liberty! 


The  blades  of  heroes  fence  it  round ; 
Where’er  it  springs  is  holy  ground  ; 
From  tower  and  dome  its  glories 
spread  ; 

It  waves  where  lonely  sentries 
tread  ; 

It  makes  the  land  as  ocean  free, 

And  plants  an  empire  on  the  sea  ! 
Tlien  hail  the  banner  of  the  free, 
The  starry  Flower  of  Liberty; 


Thy  sacred  leaves,  fair  Freedom’s  flower, 

Shall  ever  float  on  dome  and  tower, 

To  all  their  heavenly  colors  true, 

In  blackening  frost  or  crimson  dew; 

And  God  love  us  as  we  love  thee, 

Thrice  holy  Flower  of  Liberty  ! 

Then  hail  the  banner  of  the  free, 

The  starry  Flower  of  Liberty! 

—  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes. 


MAY 

Oh  a  dear  little  maiden  is  dainty  Miss  May, 

And  she  has  such  a  pleasant  and  sweet  winning  way, 

That  we  long  to  be  out  and  be  with  her  all  day. 

She  comes  over  the  meadows  and  into  the  town, 

All  embroidered  with  lilacs  her  beautiful  gown, 

And  her  bonnet  of  buttercups  way  to  the  crown. 

When  she  smiles  all  the  clouds  disappear  from  the  skies, 

For  there’s  seldom  a  tear  to  be  seen  in  those  eyes, 

Whose  color  to  match  the  forget-me-not  tries. 

And  to  show  how  they  love  her,  their  own  darling  May, 

’Tis  with  blushes  as  pink  as  the  dawn  of  day, 

That  each  apple-tree  turns  to  a  blooming  bouquet. 

—  Ada  Stewart  Shelton. 
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THE  TREE  PLANTER 


I  love  to  plant  a  little  seed 
Whose  fruit  I  never  see; 

Some  hungry  stranger  it  will  feed 
When  it  becomes  a  tree. 

I  love  to  sing  a  little  song 
Whose  words  attune  the  day, 

And  round  me  see  the  children  throng 
When  I  begin  to  play. 


So  I  can  never  lonely  be, 

Although  I  am  alone, 

I  think  the  future  apple-tree 
Which  helps  the  man  unknown. 

I  sing  my  heart  into  the  air 
And  plant  my  way  with  seed; 
The  song  sends  music  everywhere, 
The  tree  will  tell  my  deed. 


—  From  Johnny  Appleseed’s  Rhymes. 


O  LAND  OF  LANDS 

BY  PRINCIPAL  JOHN  E.  SHERWOOD  OF  ALBANY 
Music.  “  Soldiers'  Farewell ” 


O  Land  of  Lands,  the  fairest ! 

With  beauty  crowned,  the  rarest ! 

To  thee,  in  fullest  measure. 

We  give  our  heart's  best  treasure. 
Dear  land,  to  thee  our  love  we  bring, 
Thy  praise,  with  joyful  voices  sing. 

Here  Freedom  rears  her  altars. 

And  Liberty  ne’er  falters, 

The  right,  the  true  pursuing, 

’Tis  God’s  own  work  she’s  doing. 


Here  hearths  and  homes  are  sacred, 
Untouched  by  tyrant’s  hatred, 
While  Peace  and  Calm  unending, 
Their  choicest  gifts  are  sending. 

May  blessings  past,  unbounded, 
Which  many  a  year  has  rounded, 
Give  place  to  those  still  greater, 
Sent  by  a  kind  Creator. 


QUOTATIONS  ON  NATURE 

Nature  repairs  her  ravages, — 

Repairs  them  with  sunshine  and  human  labor.  —George  Eliot. 

Nature  is  the  master  of  talent; 

Genius  is ’.he  muster  of  nature. —  John  G.  Holland. 

Nature  is  just  to  all  mankind, 

And  repays  them  for  their  industry. —  Charles  Montesquieu. 

The  truths  of  nature  are  one  eternal  change,  one  infinite  variety. —  John 
Ruskin. 

Nature,  at  all  events,  humanly  speaking,  is  manifestly  very  fond  of  color, 
for  she  has  made  nothing  without  it ;  her  skies  are  blue  ;  her  fields,  green ;  her 
waters  vary  with  her  sky;  her  animals,  vegetables,  minerals,  all  are  colored; 
she  paints  a  great  many  of  them  in  apparently  superfluous  hues  as  if  to  show 
the  dullest  eye  how  she  loves  color. —  Leigh  Hunt. 

Nature,  in  her  most  dazzling  aspects  or  tremendous  parts,  is  but  the  back¬ 
ground  and  theatre  of  the  tragedy  of  man. —  John  Morley. 

There  is  a  majesty  and  mystery  in  nature,  take  her  as  you  will.  The  essence 
of  poetry  comes  breathing  to  a  mind  that  feels  from  every  province  of  her 
empire. —  Thomas  Carlyle. 

Nature  seems  to  have  been  created  to  inspire  feeling. — Thomas  Starr  King. 

Nature  is  a  volume  of  which  God  is  the  author. —  Moses  Harvey. 

Nature  is  thought  made  visible. —  Heinrich  Heine. 

Laws  of  nature  are  God’s  thoughts  thinking  themselves  out  in  the  orbits 
and  the  tides.— Charles  H.  Parkhurst. 

The  world  we  live  in  is  a  fairy-land  of  exquisite  beauty;  our  very  existence 
is  a  miracle  in  itself,  and  yet  few  of  us  enjoy  as  we  might,  and  none  of  us  as  yet 
appreciate  fully,  the  beauties  and  wonders  which  surround  us. —  John  Lubbock. 


Music  Appropriate  for  Arbor  Day  Exercises 


PATRIOTIC  SONGS 

Keller’s  American  Hymn.  Flag  of  the  Free. 

Hail,  Columbia.  Star  Spangled  Banner. 

Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic.  Columbia,  Gem  of  the  Ocean. 

Columbia,  God  Preserve  thee  Free.  America. 


MUSIC  FOR  ADVANCED  PUPILS 


Spring  Waltz. 

Old  Mountain  Tree. 

Brave  Old  Oak. 

Summer  Days  are  Coming. 
The  Cuckoo. 

Beautiful  Springtime. 


Bluebird. 

The  Bird  Song. 

Come  to  the  Old  Oak  Tree. 

Swinging  ’neath  the  Old  Apple  Tree. 
Robin  Redbreast. 

Mountain  Maid’s  Invitation. 


MUSIC  FOR  LITTLE  FOLKS 


Birds’  Ball. 

Birds  Are  in  the  Woodland. 

I  Love  the  Merry  Sunshine. 
Blossom  Time. 

Little  Birdie  in  the  Tree. 

Little  Miss  Clover. 

A  Summer  Song. 

Billy  Buttercup. 

Don’t  You 


Meadow  Talk. 

The  Wren  and  the  Hen. 
Dandelions. 

The  Oueen  o’  May. 

The  Sweet,  Red  Rose. 

If  Bluebirds  Bloomed. 

Little  Maid  Margery. 

O,  How  I  Love  the  Summer. 
See  Me,  Coming,  Coming? 
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THE  AMERICAN  FLAG 


When  Freedom  from  her  mountain 
height 

Unfurled  her  standard  to  the  air, 
She  tore  the  azure  robe  of  night, 

And  set  the  stars  of  glory  there. 

She  mingled  with  its  gorgeous  dyes 
The  milky  baldric  of  the  skies, 

And  striped  its  pure,  celestial  white, 
With  streakings  of  the  morning  light. 


Flag  of  the  free  heart’s  hope  and  home 
By  angel  hands  to  valor  given 

Thy  stars  have  lit  the  welkin  dome, 
And  all  thy  hues  were  born  in 
heaven. 

Forever  float  that  standard  sheet ! 
Where  breathes  the  foe  but  falls  be¬ 
fore  us, 

With  Freedom’s  soil  beneath  our  feet, 
And  Freedom’s  banner  streaming 
o’er  us  ? 

—  Joseph  Rodman  Drake. 


EXERCISE  ON  THE  AMERICAN  FLAG 

Have  school-room  decorated  with  flags,  bunting,  etc.  Have  pictures  of 
George  Washington,  Abraham  Lincoln  and  other  patriotic  pictures.  Have, 
if  possible,  a  small  flag  for  each  child  to  wear. 

I.  Teacher  tells  story  of  our  flag,  covering  the  following  topics  : 
i  Origin  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

Washington's  Coat-of-Arms. 

First  flag  made  by  Mrs.  Betsy  Ross. 

Meaning  of  the  parts  of  the  flag  : 

Meaning  of  colors  : 

Red,  emblem  of  war,  defiance,  courage,  valor. 

White,  emblem  of  purity,  innocence,  peace. 

Blue,  emblem  of  truth,  faith. 

Meaning  of  stripes  : 

Thirteen  stripes,  union  of  thirteen  original  States. 

Meaning  of  stars : 

Each  star  represents  a  State  (44  now,  45  in  the  new  flags 
to  be  first  used  July  4,  1896). 

2.  When  and  where  the  flag  is  used: 

Public  schools  and  public  buildings. 

LTnited  States  army  and  navy. 

National  holidays. 

II.  Children  tell  why  we  love  our  flag. 

Among  the  answers  the  following  will  be  obtained: 

It  is  the  flag  of  our  country. 

It  is  the  flag  of  freedom. 

It  makes  us  think  of  Washington. 

It  makes  us  think  of  Lincoln. 

Our  fathers  fought  for  it. 

It  makes  us  think  of  our  country’s  heroes. 

III.  Teacher  sums  up,  telling  what  the  flag  means  to  us. 


